Media Announcement: For Release 1pm Tuesday August 26th 


A New Era for Irish Greyhound Racing driven forward by Dublin Coach 


The Irish Greyhound Board Announces a 5 year Sponsorship Programme with 
Dublin Coach - Ireland`s premier transport provider. 


- Dublin Coach also revealed as Sponsor of the Harold’s Cross Puppy Derby 


Tuesday August 26", Harold's Cross Greyhound - Authentic, unique, legendary, heritage - a series of 
key search words that act as essential motivators for tourists worldwide when choosing a holiday 
destination. As a nation, Ireland has indeed so many experiences that fit these criteria but perhaps 
none so much as the sport of Grey hound racing. For almost a century, Greyhound racing has been 
intrinsic to Irish Culture. Since the first race on April 18" 1927, the sport has evolved to become a 
staple of modern Ireland, transcending generations and indeed boundaries both nationally and 
internationally. For the pure greyhound enthusiast — it is not only a sport, it is a way of life. 


The great voice of Irish sport, Michael O Muircheartaigh stated “There are great people involved in 
greyhounds, that’s what I love most. In my working life | would have been 80 per cent horses and 20 
per cent greyhounds and the difference between both sports is massive. “The people you meet and 
the people you deal with at the greyhounds are so down to earth” 


The key to the ongoing survival of the sport is the ability to connect on an ongoing basis with present 
and potential consumer. Today, at Harolds Cross Greyhound Stadium, another milestone in the 
heritage of Irish Greyhound Racing was reached as the IGB revealed their latest Sponsorship deal. 


Amidst an atmosphere of heightened speculation and in the presence of a host of the sport's 
greatest ambassadors, enthusiasts and indeed contributors — Dublin Coach was announced as the 
Transport Partner for the IGB and as the sponsor for the 2014 Harold's Cross Puppy Derby. 


The legendary Michael Fortune, the voice of Irish greyhound racing, opened up the proceedings with 
an inspiring overview of the authentic heritage of the sport. Michael then introduced, Minister of 
State, Mr Tom Hayes TD, at the Department of Agriculture, Food & Marine ,who formally announced 
Dublin Coach as the Transport Partner for the IGB and the sponsor of the Harold's Cross Puppy 
Derby. 


The details of the Partnership agreement were summarised to include: 

e 5 year Partnership between Dublin Coach and the IGB 

e Sponsorship of the Harold's Cross Puppy Derby 

e Complimentary Shuttle Services inclusive of Harold's Cross, Shelbourne Park and Limerick 
initially resulting in savings of €100k plus to the IGB 

e Cross promotion of Irish Greyhound Racing to the Dublin Coach Group Market of over 
3million consumers 

e Complimentary entrance for the Dublin Coach Group consumer base to IGB events 
(except for selected dates) 


Speaking about the sponsorship, John O` Sullivan, CEO of Dublin Coach remarked: 


“I am delighted today to announce details of Dublin Coach's Sponsorship of the IGB and of the 
Harold's Cross Puppy Derby. We do believe that is this is a very fitting association for our brand. 


For us, there are two key factors that influenced this whole partnership - Irish heritage and 
connectivity. Greyhound racing is appreciated across Ireland, it is the very fabric of our culture and 
the subject of lively conversation across many settings. At Dublin Coach, we believe in providing 
quality transport experiences and connections. Through this association we are providing the 
infrastructure to connect the greater Irish community and the tourist with an authentic Irish 
experience and one of the nation’s most loved sports — Greyhound Racing” 


Phil Meaney Chairman of IGB said at the launch “I wish firstly to pay tribute to the Harold’s Cross 
Bookmakers who for almost a decade sponsored this Classic event, and furthermore to confirm that 
they will continue to sponsor at Harold’s Cross with the commencement of the Marathon later this 
year. | am equally as delighted to announce our newest partner in sponsorship for the Irish 
Greyhound Industry — Dublin Coach. He continued, “We are excited to partner a company who 
share our vision on community, heritage and racing. Not only will they be the official sponsor for the 
Puppy Derby but they will also become our travel partner at 3 venues initially — Harold’s Cross, 
Shelbourne Park & Limerick — providing transport from the city centres direct to our doors. In fact 
their travel corridor will now make it possible to leave Limerick, go racing in Shelbourne Park and 
return that night!” 


In the spirit of true partnership, Dublin Coach have also agreed to support the Cashen Project which 
was established this year in conjunction with Limerick Greyhound Stadium. The project aims to 
introduce young students to all aspects of greyhound racing including responsible ownership, 
training, racing, welfare, and promotion of the sport — all with a view to showing them how they can 
become part of the industry. Dublin Coach will provide Coach passes for each participant in the 
project. 


The Dublin Coach Puppy Derby is scheduled to commence on September 12™ at Harold’s Cross and 
runs over 5 weeks with the Grand final set to take place on Friday October 10" 2014. The event will 
be advertised for 72 greyhounds and will carry a total prize fund of over €56k. 


As per the Partnership Agreement, the Dublin Coach complimentary shuttle service will commence 
Friday August 29" running from D`Olier Street to Harold's Cross. The Shelbourne and Limerick 


Shuttle Services will commence on August 30", (Full details can be viewed at www.dublincoach.ie) 


For information, images and interview opportunities please contact 


Phil Donnelly — Dublin Coach Orla Strumble - IGB 

Email: PhilDonnelly@dublincoach.ie Email: orla.strumble@igb.ie 
Mobile: 086 2740483 Mobile: 086-8523715 
EDITORS NOTES: 


The Complimentary Dublin Coach Shuttle Service Timetable: 


D'Olier Street to Harold’s Cross / Every Friday at 19.00 / Commencing 29th August /Return 22.30 
D'Olier Street to Shelbourne / Every Saturday at 19.00 / Commencing 30th August /Return 22.30 
Derby Final Saturday 13th September /From D'Olier St to Shelbourne Park 

Departing at :17.00, 18.00, 19.00 and return at 22.30 

Arthurs Quay to Limerick Track / Every Saturday at 19.00 / Commencing 30th August /Return 22.30 
Trial basis as complimentary shuttle up to end of December. 


Brief History & Notes on IGB 
On 18th April, 1927, the first greyhound race track was opened in Ireland. 


This was in Celtic Park, Belfast, and was followed immediately by Shelbourne Park, Dublin one month later. 

In the same year, tracks were opened at Harold’s Cross, Dublin and Dunmore Stadium, Belfast, to be followed 
in the following year by Cork. 

In 1958, the Government established Bord na gCon (The Irish Greyhound Board), to control, promote and 
operate greyhound racing in the Republic. The Irish Coursing Club continued to regulate greyhound racing in 
Northern Ireland. 

The Irish Greyhound Board /Bord na gCon - is a commercial semi-state body which is responsible for the 
control and development of the greyhound industry in the Republic of Ireland. 

The Irish Greyhound Board has licensed a total of seventeen tracks in the Republic, of which nine are owned 
and controlled by the Board. 

The remainder are owned and operated by private enterprise. There are also a further two privately owned 
stadia in Northern Ireland. 

What is greyhound racing? 

Greyhound racing in Ireland consists of 6 dogs chasing after a mechanical hare over distances ranging from 300 
yards up to 1035 yards. The most regular distances raced are 525/550 yards. The dogs are allocated trap 
numbers 1 — 6 with each trap having a colour assigned to it. 


Ireland is unique in the world of Greyhound Racing. Many of the owners and trainers have dogs as their family 
pets where individualised care is of extreme importance. Many people derive their income from this industry. 
Owners and trainers utilize it as a hobby. Bord na gCon monitors throughout the country, ensuring the kennels 
and stadia maintain the highest standards in care of the dogs. 

This exciting sport has gained popularity as a pastime in Ireland and over 750,000 people went greyhound 
racing last year. 

Be part of the excitement and witness the greyhounds compete for the grand prize at our racing grounds. 
You'll find it hard not to join the shouting and applause as the dogs round the final bend. 


About Dublin Coach 


Presenting the Dublin Coach Group - QUALITY IN TRANSPORT 

The Dublin Coach Group is composed of: Dublin Coach — The Luxury Transport provider, Quick Tours — The 
Premier Short break Tour Operator and Quick Park — The Finest Parking at Dublin Airport 

Dublin Coach is Ireland's premier provider of luxury transport coach services across Ireland, getting you where 
you’re going in comfort and style. We are prompt, luxurious and a very affordable means of getting to your 
destination and beyond. As well as our standard routes along the N7 and M7 motorway, we also offer a 
complete Private Hire Coach Service. In addition to our fleet of luxury coaches, we also operate Quickpark at 
Dublin Airport and our tour package via Quick Tours. Quickpark is conveniently located right next to Dublin 
Airport. Celebrating 10 years in operation, Quickpark provides real value for money and a hassle free parking 
experience. 

Quicktours allows you to explore the Ireland's top attractions in pure comfort - from the scenic beauty of 
Kildare /Wicklow to the rugged landscape of the Wild Atlantic Way. 

As a further testament to the superior standard of service provided by Dublin Coach, the company were 
appointed as Transport Partner for the 2014 Special Olympics. Likewise Dublin Coach is the ongoing Transport 
Partner for the Curragh Racecourse and the Kildare Village Chic Shopping Outlet. 


About the Puppy Derby 
Harold’s Cross Stadium has become noted as the track that caters for puppies and marathon runners and it is 


appropriate that the two classics, the Puppy Derby and the Corn Cuchulainn, are staged here 
th 


2014 will see the 72 running of the Puppy Derby and over the years some great champions have graced the 
event. The first Puppy Derby which was run over 500 yards in 1943 at Harold’s Cross and was won by Fawn 
Cherry in 28.36. The Puppy Derby is one of the longest running greyhound competitions in Ireland and one of 
the most famous greyhound races in the world. 


The Irish Puppy Derby is scheduled to start on the 12th September 2014 and runs over 5 weeks with the Grand 
th 


Final set to take place on Friday 10 October 2014. The event will be advertised for 72 greyhounds and will 
carry a total prize fund of over €55,000 


About The Cashen Project 

Greyhound Trainer Chris Houlihan from Ballyduff, Co Kerry had a nugget of an idea on how to get more 
children interested in the sport of the Greyhound Racing. He wanted to donate a greyhound pup to a school 
or youth group and get them involved in all aspects of what is involved in the ownership and training of a 
greyhound. He approached Siobhan Scanlon of Limerick Greyhound Stadium on how they could develop this to 
reality and after an approach to the Limerick based PAUL Project — The Cashen Project was born! 

The project aims to introduce young students to all aspects of greyhound racing including responsible 
ownership, training, racing, welfare, and promotion of the sport — all with a view to showing them how they 
can become part of the industry. Students were asked to register their interest and now Limerick Youth 
Service will work with the boys of Ballynanty Garda Youth Diversion on this inaugural project. 

A member of Youth Work Ireland, Limerick Youth Service remains committed to supporting and encouraging 
young people to active participants in shaping their futures. 


ENDS 


